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SUBJECT:  Early Return of Dependents (ERD) and PCS Orders





1.  PURPOSE.  To provide guidance for the use of ERD. 





2.  BOTTOM LINE.  PCS orders for soldiers departing Europe should not include any reference to Early Return of Dependents or Advance Return of Dependents.  All organizations publishing orders should cease immediately from authorizing Early/Advance Return of Dependents on PCS orders.  Family members may travel at any time using PCS orders.  No additional authorization/order is required or needed.





3.  DISCUSSION.  





    a.  Definitions per the JFTR.





        (1)  Early Return of Dependents – Authorized dependent movement from an OCONUS location, requested by the member or directed by the member’s command, prior to the issuance of a PCS order.





        (2)  Advanced Travel of Dependents - The movement of dependents based on a Permanent Change of Station (PCS) order, but before member travel.





    b.  The term “Advance Return of Dependents” is no longer used for travel under the provisions of paragraph U5900.  





    c.  There have been instances where authorization for Early Return of Dependents under the provisions of the JFTR, paragraph U5240 (this paragraph is obsolete) or U5900 have been stated on PCS orders.  This is not only unauthorized, but causes financial problems for the soldier since monetary locality allowances will be based on the address of the family members.





    d.  Travel under the ERD authorization must commence before PCS orders are issued.  Once PCS orders are published, the ERD order is considered null and void and travel under the ERD will no longer be authorized.





    e.  Early Return of Dependent orders should contain the exact address, to include zip code, of the location where the family members will reside.  This will ensure the soldier receives the proper location allowances.


    


    f.  Early Return of Dependents will be authorized only when the requirements in paragraph U5900, JFTR, Volume 1 are met.  Additionally, family members are removed from Command Sponsorship upon departure from the OCONUS location using ERD orders and if they return, they must reapply for Command sponsorship.





4.  COORDINATION.  266th Finance Battalion and 1st Personnel Command Personnel Services Support Directorate














































































































APPROVED:                                                                                         DATE:  24 December 2003


