CUSTODY REQUIREMENTS FOR COMMAND SPONSORSHIP
1.  Custody or changes in custody can only be granted by a court order.  Powers of Attorney, affidavits, notarized statements, etc. will never suffice in granting custody or amending a court order.

2.  When a court order states ‘joint custody’ the soldier or current spouse must have been granted ‘physical’ or ‘residential’ custody in the court order

3.  When a court document states ‘joint custody’ and the soldier or current spouse was not granted ‘physical’ or ‘residential’ custody in the court order, child will not be authorized Government transportation to overseas command and, if brought to overseas command at personal expense, will not be granted command sponsorship.  Family member can only be granted command sponsorship if custody is changed through a court of the United States.

4.  Per the Joint Federal Travel Regulation, Volume 1, Appendix A, custody must be granted by an order of a court of competent jurisdiction in the United States (Puerto Rico or a possession of the United States) prior to authorization being granted to move the individual outside of the United States.

