COMMAND SPONSORSHIP











1.  Requests for command sponsorship will be forwarded to 1st PERSCOM Family Travel Branch ONLY when an exception to policy is required or when there are Exceptional Family Members.





2.  Family members who travel to overseas command under Government orders will be automatically command sponsored effective on their date of arrival into the command.  All others must request command sponsorship.





3.  The following requirements are necessary for a family member to become command sponsored:





    a.  Sponsor must be serving a 36-month tour.  This requirement cannot be waived.





    b.  Sponsor must have 12 months remaining on tour.





    c.  Family member must meet criteria to qualify as a dependent as indicated in Appendix A, Volume 1, Joint Federal Travel Regulation.





    d.  Family member must be screened through the Exceptional Family Member Program and cleared to reside in the soldier’s community of assignment.





4.  When family members are recognized as command sponsored, the soldier is entitled to station allowances at the “with dependents” rate, may be authorized separate rations, and will be authorized family travel and shipment of household goods upon PCS from overseas command.  Return transportation from soldier’s overseas command to CONUS for noncommand-sponsored family members will be at the soldier’s expense.





5.  Requests for command sponsorship that must be sent to 1st PERSCOM will include the following documentation.





    a.  DA Form 4187 requesting command sponsorship or conditional command sponsorship must include the following information:





        (1)  Reason for request and date of circumstance which caused action to be initiated (marriage, adoption, etc.).





        (2)  Date soldier arrived overseas.





        (3)  DEROS.














        (4)  ETS.





        (5)  Whether or not soldier is on assignment instructions.





        (6)  Why soldier cannot extend to meet 12-month requirement; i.e., soldier is on assignment instructions, soldier will reach RCP within 12 months, etc.





        (7)  Name of family member(s) for whom command sponsorship is requested.





        (8)  Date family member(s) arrived in command.


        (9)  Date soldier acquired quarters in area of assignment.


       (10)  Current location of family members.


       (11)  Whether or not family members are enrolled in the Exceptional Family Member Program.





    b.  Enclosures to DA Form 4187 will include the following:





        (1)  Marriage license, court documents, or other such documentation relating to family member.





        (2)  Current ERB/ORB.





        (3)  PCS orders and all amendments.





6.  The latest of the following dates will be the effective date of command sponsorship:





    a.  Date of request.





    b.  Date family member(s) arrived in command.





    c.  Date soldier extends to meet tour requirements.





    d.  Date tour status is changed.





7.  Custody requirements.  When a soldier or soldier’s spouse has received or regained custody of a family member, full legal and physical custody must be granted by a United States court.  The court order must state that the soldier or soldier’s current 
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spouse is granted permanent physical custody or sole managing conservatorship.  A power of attorney, a foreign court document, DEERS enrollment, or a notarized statement will not suffice for determining command sponsorship.





8.  All requests for command sponsorship must be forwarded through the soldier’s Personnel Detachment.  Requests received without being processed through the PD will be returned for proper routing.

















Questions concerning Command Sponsorship may be addressed to the Family Travel Branch, 1st PERSCOM at DSN 379-6343/7631/7614/5099 or email family-travel@hq.1perscom.army.mil.
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